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Robert French

From: Gethin Evans
Sent: 07 January 2022 17:16
To: j @rutland.gov.uk
Cc: Ben Croot
Subject: Mallard Pass, Essendine_Proposed Solar Development LVIA Approach and Viewpoint Agreement
Attachments: 7863_JJ_GE_220107.pdf

Dear Mr J Johnson, 

First wishing you a Happy New Year and hope this email finds you well.  

I understand you have been in discussion with my colleague David Bell regarding the proposed application but to 
introduce myself ‐ I am a Landscape Architect at LDA Design and will be undertaking the LVIA assessment for Mallard
Pass DCO Solar Development proposal along with my colleague Ben Croot (cc’d into this email).  

We will be formally submitting a scoping request to PINS in due course setting out our proposed approach to the 
LVIA and viewpoint identification but would like to seek comment from RCC in advance to allow for winter 
photography. Please find attached a letter setting out our proposed approach and location of viewpoints for review, 
(Illustrative layout, and a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) and Viewpoint Location plan included).  

We kindly request that we receive confirmation of the Council’s agreement and / or any comments by return within 
two weeks of receipt of this letter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries or would like to 
discuss further. 

We look forward to hearing from you in due course. 

Kind regards, 

Gethin 



A Worton Rectory Park 
Oxford 
OX29 4SX 
United Kingdom 

T  

W k 

LDA Design Consulting Ltd 
Registered No. 09312403 
17 Minster Precincts, Peterborough, PE1 1XX 

7863/GE/JJ/220107 
07 January 2022 
Land At Mallard Pass Essendine – Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment 

Dear Mr J Johnson, 

I hope this letter finds you well. LDA Design Consulting Ltd (LDA Design) has been 
appointed to provide professional landscape services in support of the proposed solar farm 
and battery storage facility for the generation and export of approximately 350 megawatts 
(MW) at land at Mallard Pass, Essendine (the ‘Site’; OS grid reference TF052115 (approximate 
centre of Site)) on behalf of the applicant Mallard Pass Solar Farm Limited, a subsidiary of 
Windel Solar 3 Ltd. 

Part of LDA Design’s appointment is to prepare a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) that will be submitted as part of the forthcoming Development Consent Order (DCO) 
planning application. This letter serves to set out LDA Design’s intended approach to the 
LVIA, and confirm agreement to our proposed location of viewpoints, extent of study area 
and key reference documents that would inform the assessment of potential landscape and 
visual effects.  

We would be grateful if you could review the following information and confirm your 
agreement to the LVIA’s approach; viewpoint locations; and study area at the earliest 
opportunity. To meet our project programme, we kindly request that we receive confirmation 
of the Council’s agreement and / or any comments by return within two weeks of receipt of 
this letter. As the Site extends over two local authority areas including Rutland County 

Mr.  Justin Johnson 
Development Manager 
Rutland County Council 
Catmose, Oakham,  
Rutland 
LE15 6HP 

SENT VIA EMAIL 
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Council and South Kesteven District Council we are contacting both councils to provide 
comment and to Lincolnshire County Council also. 

Methodology 

The findings of the LVIA will be presented as a chapter within the EIA report with 
supporting figures and appendices as necessary. The approach to the assessment will follow 
LDA Design’s established LVIA methodology, which considers both impacts to landscape 
character and visual receptors and draws upon the established and best practice standards. 
These include: 

 The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd Edition), Landscape Institute
and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, 2013;

 Visual Representation of Development Proposals Technical Guidance Note 06/19, Landscape
Institute, 2019; and

 An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England, 2014.

LVIA Study Area

It is proposed that a study area defined by a 2km radius from the site boundary is used for 
the purposes of the LVIA. This extent is based on the findings of field survey; preliminary 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) modelling based on a wider 3km study area (Dwg. 
7863_100), desk-based analysis; and previous experience of similar recent projects of this 
nature. It is judged that a 2km study area would cover all potential significant landscape and 
visual effects arising from the Proposed Development and any associated construction and 
decommissioning works. 

The study area includes the settlements of Essendine, Ryhall, and the eastern part of 
Stamford, as well as smaller settlements of Belmesthorpe, Uffington, Greatford, 
Braceborough and Carlby alongside numerous recreational routes (footpaths, bridleways 
etc.) and local roads. 

Landscape Character 

The LVIA will include an assessment of the effects of the Proposed Development on 
landscape character within the extent of the study area. Consideration will also be given to 
the effects of the Proposed Development on the physical fabric of the Site itself.   

Reference will be made to the following relevant landscape character assessments: 

 National Character Area Profile 75: The Kesteven Uplands, Natural England (2014);

 The Landscape Character Assessment of Rutland (2003);

 South Kesteven Landscape Character Assessment (2007);

 Peterborough Landscape Strategy: Landscape Character Assessment for Peterborough
City Council (2007).
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 Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study Land Around Local Service Centres, Rutland
County Council (2012), and its Addendum (2017); and

 South Kesteven Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study (2011).

The framework for the assessment of effects on landscape character will be The Landscape 
Character Assessment of Rutland (2003) and South Kesteven Landscape Character 
Assessment (2007), supplemented with information from the other sources listed above; 
relevant policy and guidance documents; and field observations.  

Viewpoints and Visual Receptors 

A wide variety of visual receptors can reasonably be anticipated to be affected by the 
Proposed Development, including local residents, workers, users of local roads, railway lines, 
and public rights of way including the Macmillan Way Long distance footpath and accessible 
landscapes. Initial ZTV modelling and fieldwork have been used to determine which visual 
receptors are likely to be affected and merit detailed consideration in the assessment of 
effects. In accordance with guidance (GLVIA, 3rd Edition, 2013), representative, illustrative, 
and specific viewpoints may be identified to inform the assessment. 

It is important to note that the ZTV represents a theoretical model of potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development, and is based on a computer-generated terrain model that often has 
not accounted for localised features such as small copses, hedgerows or individual trees; and 
/ or small elements of built form. As a result, the extent of actual visibility on the ground will 
be less than suggested by the ZTV study. 

The preliminary ZTV study shown on the enclosed plan (DWG 7863 _100) has been modelled 
on solar panel heights and other built form infrastructure of 3.5m (maximum), located within 
parcels of land within the Site which are identified for potential solar development, with the 
substation area adjacent to the existing National Grid Substation modelled at a height of 13m 
(see Illustrative Layout DWG 7863_000). The baseline study, site visits and development of 
the design (including appreciation of landscape and visual sensitivities) have identified areas 
within the Site to remain undeveloped in order to minimise potential landscape and visual 
impacts and provide multifunctional mitigation and benefits. 

The ZTV illustrates that the theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be 
relatively limited across the study area, with substantially reduced visibility to the east as the 
landform descends towards Braceborough, Greatford, and Tallington, and south / south-west 
towards Stamford, primarily as a result of landform combined with intervening vegetation. 
Potential visibility of the Proposed Development extends north-westwards towards 
Pickworth; however, this visibility is likely to be fragmented due to the effects of undulating 
landform and intervening vegetation, including woodland stands. Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development is also likely fragmented from areas to the north of the Site either 
side of the railway corridor, becoming slightly more visible north-east towards Witham on 
the Hill. In this area, scattered large woodland stands are characteristic of the landscape and 
serve to break up views of the Site and screen views from areas beyond. 
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A preliminary assessment from desk-study and fieldwork indicates that potential landscape 
character and visual effects would likely be limited to the Site and its local context up to 
approximately 500m east and south, and 1km west and 2km north. Areas at greater distances 
from the Site in these respective directions are unlikely to experience any notable or 
perceptible change to their prevailing characteristics, owing to the limited intervisibility of 
the Proposed Development as a result of intervening vegetation, existing built development 
and landform. 

The representative viewpoints have been selected from publicly accessible locations and 
generally where the greatest potential effects are anticipated to be experienced. The 
viewpoint locations represent a wide range of receptors, providing a 'sample' of the potential 
effects from the locality, with locations purposefully selected to illustrate the range of visual 
effects; or to specifically ensure the representation of a particularly sensitive receptor. 

The Site and location of the proposed viewpoints are shown on the ZTV and Viewpoint 
Location Plan (DWG 7863 _100). In addition to the 14 representative viewpoints, illustrative 
views will be identified during the assessment process to illustrate and describe particular 
points made within the assessment. These may include locations outside the study area to 
illustrate the nature of visibility, if necessary. Additionally, we propose to produce rendered 
photomontages for years 1 and 15 of the Proposed Development from Viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 10 
and 11 to demonstrate the views from a range of receptor points where the Proposed 
Development may be seen to understand the potential impacts. 

Details of the proposed representative viewpoints are presented in Table 1 below. Please 
note all views would be subject to mirco-siting and confirmation on the ground. 

Table 1: Proposed Representative Viewpoint Locations 

Viewpoint Reference Representative Receptors 
Direction & 
Distance 

Approx. Grid 
Reference 
(X,Y) 

Viewpoint 1 

Stamford/Carlby road 
junction 

Local residents (Carlby) and 
visitors. Users of local roads and 
local public rights of way 

Central 
North, 200m 

505259, 
313504 

Viewpoint 2 

Essendine 

Local residents and visitors to 
Essendine. Users of local roads 
and local public rights of way 

Central 
North, 

adjacent to 
Site 

505069, 
312909 

Viewpoint 3 

PRoW footpath Carl/1/1 

Local residents and visitors to 
Carlby. Users of local public 
rights of way 

Central 
North, 250m 

504944, 
313554 
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Viewpoint 4 

Carlby Road (west) 

Local residents, visitors and users 
of local roads and local public 
rights of way and accessible land 
at Braceborough Great Wood 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506146, 
313119 

Viewpoint 5 

Carlby Road (east) 

Visitors and users of local roads 
and local public rights of way and 
accessible land at Braceborough 
Great Wood 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

507082, 
312933 

Viewpoint 6 

Railway overbridge 
Bridleway BrAW/1/1 

Users of PRoW and railway Central, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506021, 
311154 

Viewpoint 7 

Belmesthorpe Grange, 
Footpath Uffi/5/1 

Local residents, visitors and users 
of local roads and local public 
rights of way 

Southwest, 
adjacent to 
Site 

504709, 
309341 

Viewpoint 8 

Essendine Road (south) 

Local residents and users of local 
roads  

South, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506316, 
309033 

Viewpoint 9 

Essendine Road (north) 

Local residents and users of local 
roads  

West, 
adjacent to 
Site 

504554, 
311594 

Viewpoint 10 

PRoW Footpath E/174 
Belmesthorpe  

Local residents and users of local 
PRoW  

West, 600m 504434, 
309999 

Viewpoint 11 

Stamford Road, 
Essendine 

Local residents, visitors to 
Essendine and users of local roads 

Central, 
100m 

504377, 
3122284 

Viewpoint 12 

Local Road B1176 

Bridleway E169 

Users of local roads and public 
rights of way 

West, 
adjacent to 
Site 

503235, 
312632 

Viewpoint 13 

Byway E123  

Isolated residences, visitors and 
users of local roads and public 
rights of way 

West, 
Adjacent to 
Site 

501036, 
313237 
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Viewpoint 14 

Barberry Hill 

Isolated residences, visitors, and 
users of local roads 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

502722, 
314169 

Designated Landscapes 

There are no national landscape designations located within or in close proximity to the Site 
that would be affected by the Proposed Development and therefore impacts to national 
landscape designations as a result of the Proposed Development are scoped out of the EIA. 

There are two local landscape designations outside of the Site but within the 2km study area 
as identified in the 2001 Rutland Local Plan: 

1) Area of Particular Attractive Countryside, and;

2) Area of Local Landscape Value.

These have not been retained in subsequent planning policy. However, reference to these 
local designations is made within current evidence base documents including the 2012 
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Studies (for Service Centres and Wind Turbines). These 
documents would be used to aid judgements on sensitivity and value of the local landscape 
context and inform design development but will not be directly assessed. It is also important 
to note that the nature of solar development is very different in character to wind energy 
developments which is the basis of assessment for one of these studies. 

Cumulative Assessment 

Cumulative assessment relates to the assessment of the effects of more than one 
development. In accordance with LDA Design’s methodology, the assessment would only 
consider relevant in planning development, unless specific circumstances dictate otherwise. 

Typically, operational and consented development are treated as being part of the landscape 
and visual baseline. i.e. it is assumed that consented schemes will be built except for 
occasional exceptions where there is good reason to assume that they will not be constructed. 

Please confirm which or in-planning developments are to be included within the cumulative 
LVIA assessment. 

Design 

The Landscape Architect plays a leading role in the design process; and the masterplanning, 
design and assessment stages are inevitably iterative with stages overlapping in parts. Details 
of any mitigation measures incorporated within the proposals to help reduce identified 
potential landscape and visual effects will be set out in the relevant sections of the LVIA. 

Supporting Visualisations 

The LVIA will include panoramic photographs from representative and illustrative 
viewpoints that will be illustrated on annotated panels. It is proposed that five fully rendered 
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photomontage visualisations will be produced to support the LVIA from viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 
10, 11. We would welcome your confirmation of these.  

Key References  

Further to guidance documents already noted in this letter, applicable policies from the 
Rutland Local Development Framework. Core Strategy Development Plan Document (2011), 
and the South Kesteven District Council Local Plan 2011-2036 (2020) will inform the LVIA 
where relevant. Other published sources will be obtained as the assessment progresses and 
referenced in the assessment where appropriate. 

Next Steps 

As stated at the beginning of this letter, I would be grateful if you could review the 
information above and confirm your agreement as soon as conveniently possible. Should you 
have any queries or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me by return email. If more 
convenient to speak over the phone, I would welcome an opportunity to discuss this with 
you.  

I look forward to receiving your response in due course.  

Yours sincerely, 

Gethin Evans 
Senior Consultant 

@LDA-Design.co.uk 
 
Enc. 7863_100.pdf Preliminary Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Study, and 

Proposed Viewpoint Locations 
  7863_000.pdf  Illustrative layout  
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Robert French

From: Gethin Evans
Sent: 07 January 2022 17:06
To: Phil Jordan
Cc: Ben Croot
Subject: Mallard Pass, Essendine_Solar Development LVIA Approach and Viewpoint Agreement
Attachments: 7863_PJ_GE_220107.pdf

Dear Mr P Jordan, 
 
First wishing you a Happy New Year and hope this email finds you well.  
 
I understand you have been in discussion with my colleague David Bell regarding the proposed application but to 
introduce myself ‐ I am a Landscape Architect at LDA Design and will be undertaking the LVIA assessment for Mallard
Pass DCO Solar Development proposal along with my colleague Ben Croot (cc’d into this email).  
 
We will be formally submitting a scoping request to PINS in due course setting out our proposed approach to the 
LVIA and viewpoint identification but would like to seek comment from SKDC in advance to allow for winter 
photography. Please find attached a letter setting out our proposed approach and location of viewpoints for review, 
(Illustrative layout, and a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) and Viewpoint Location plan included).  
 
We kindly request that we receive confirmation of the Council’s agreement and / or any comments by return within 
two weeks of receipt of this letter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries or would like to 
discuss further. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you in due course. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Gethin 

 



 

 
 

A Worton Rectory Park 
 Oxford 
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 United Kingdom 
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 LDA Design Consulting Ltd 

Registered No. 09312403 
17 Minster Precincts, Peterborough, PE1 1XX 

7863/GE/PJ/220107 
07 January 2022 
Land At Mallard Pass Essendine – Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment 

Dear Mr P Jordan, 

I hope this letter finds you well. LDA Design Consulting Ltd (LDA Design) has been 
appointed to provide professional landscape services in support of the proposed solar farm 
and battery storage facility for the generation and export of approximately 350 megawatts 
(MW) at land at Mallard Pass, Essendine (the ‘Site’; OS grid reference TF052115 (approximate 
centre of Site)) on behalf of the applicant Mallard Pass Solar Farm Limited, a subsidiary of 
Windel Solar 3 Ltd. 

Part of LDA Design’s appointment is to prepare a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) that will be submitted as part of the forthcoming Development Consent Order (DCO) 
planning application. This letter serves to set out LDA Design’s intended approach to the 
LVIA, and confirm agreement to our proposed location of viewpoints, extent of study area 
and key reference documents that would inform the assessment of potential landscape and 
visual effects.  

We would be grateful if you could review the following information and confirm your 
agreement to the LVIA’s approach; viewpoint locations; and study area at the earliest 
opportunity. To meet our project programme, we kindly request that we receive confirmation 
of the Council’s agreement and / or any comments by return within two weeks of receipt of 
this letter. As the Site extends over two local authority areas including Rutland County 

Mr.  Phil Jordan 
Principal Planning Officer 
Development & Growth 
South Kesteven District Council 
Council Offices, St. Peter’s Hill 
Grantham, Lincolnshire, 
NG31 6PZ 
SENT VIA EMAIL 
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Council and South Kesteven District Council we are contacting both councils to provide 
comment and to Lincolnshire County Council also. 

Methodology 

The findings of the LVIA will be presented as a chapter within the EIA report with 
supporting figures and appendices as necessary. The approach to the assessment will follow 
LDA Design’s established LVIA methodology, which considers both impacts to landscape 
character and visual receptors and draws upon the established and best practice standards. 
These include: 

 The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd Edition), Landscape Institute 
and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, 2013;  

 Visual Representation of Development Proposals Technical Guidance Note 06/19, Landscape 
Institute, 2019; and 

 An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England, 2014. 

LVIA Study Area 

It is proposed that a study area defined by a 2km radius from the site boundary is used for 
the purposes of the LVIA. This extent is based on the findings of field survey; preliminary 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) modelling based on a wider 3km study area (Dwg. 
7863_100), desk-based analysis; and previous experience of similar recent projects of this 
nature. It is judged that a 2km study area would cover all potential significant landscape and 
visual effects arising from the Proposed Development and any associated construction and 
decommissioning works. 

The study area includes the settlements of Essendine, Ryhall, and the eastern part of 
Stamford, as well as smaller settlements of Belmesthorpe, Uffington, Greatford, 
Braceborough and Carlby alongside numerous recreational routes (footpaths, bridleways 
etc.) and local roads. 

Landscape Character 

The LVIA will include an assessment of the effects of the Proposed Development on 
landscape character within the extent of the study area. Consideration will also be given to 
the effects of the Proposed Development on the physical fabric of the Site itself.   

Reference will be made to the following relevant landscape character assessments: 

 National Character Area Profile 75: The Kesteven Uplands, Natural England (2014); 

 The Landscape Character Assessment of Rutland (2003);  

 South Kesteven Landscape Character Assessment (2007);  

 Peterborough Landscape Strategy: Landscape Character Assessment for Peterborough 
City Council (2007). 
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 Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study Land Around Local Service Centres, Rutland
County Council (2012), and its Addendum (2017); and

 South Kesteven Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study (2011).

The framework for the assessment of effects on landscape character will be The Landscape 
Character Assessment of Rutland (2003) and South Kesteven Landscape Character 
Assessment (2007), supplemented with information from the other sources listed above; 
relevant policy and guidance documents; and field observations.  

Viewpoints and Visual Receptors 

A wide variety of visual receptors can reasonably be anticipated to be affected by the 
Proposed Development, including local residents, workers, users of local roads, railway lines, 
and public rights of way including the Macmillan Way Long distance footpath and accessible 
landscapes. Initial ZTV modelling and fieldwork have been used to determine which visual 
receptors are likely to be affected and merit detailed consideration in the assessment of 
effects. In accordance with guidance (GLVIA, 3rd Edition, 2013), representative, illustrative, 
and specific viewpoints may be identified to inform the assessment. 

It is important to note that the ZTV represents a theoretical model of potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development, and is based on a computer-generated terrain model that often has 
not accounted for localised features such as small copses, hedgerows or individual trees; and 
/ or small elements of built form. As a result, the extent of actual visibility on the ground will 
be less than suggested by the ZTV study. 

The preliminary ZTV study shown on the enclosed plan (DWG 7863 _100) has been modelled 
on solar panel heights and other built form infrastructure of 3.5m (maximum), located within 
parcels of land within the Site which are identified for potential solar development, with the 
substation area adjacent to the existing National Grid Substation modelled at a height of 13m 
(see Illustrative Layout DWG 7863_000). The baseline study, site visits and development of 
the design (including appreciation of landscape and visual sensitivities) have identified areas 
within the Site to remain undeveloped in order to minimise potential landscape and visual 
impacts and provide multifunctional mitigation and benefits. 

The ZTV illustrates that the theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be 
relatively limited across the study area, with substantially reduced visibility to the east as the 
landform descends towards Braceborough, Greatford, and Tallington, and south / south-west 
towards Stamford, primarily as a result of landform combined with intervening vegetation. 
Potential visibility of the Proposed Development extends north-westwards towards 
Pickworth; however, this visibility is likely to be fragmented due to the effects of undulating 
landform and intervening vegetation, including woodland stands. Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development is also likely fragmented from areas to the north of the Site either 
side of the railway corridor, becoming slightly more visible north-east towards Witham on 
the Hill. In this area, scattered large woodland stands are characteristic of the landscape and 
serve to break up views of the Site and screen views from areas beyond. 
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A preliminary assessment from desk-study and fieldwork indicates that potential landscape 
character and visual effects would likely be limited to the Site and its local context up to 
approximately 500m east and south, and 1km west and 2km north. Areas at greater distances 
from the Site in these respective directions are unlikely to experience any notable or 
perceptible change to their prevailing characteristics, owing to the limited intervisibility of 
the Proposed Development as a result of intervening vegetation, existing built development 
and landform. 

The representative viewpoints have been selected from publicly accessible locations and 
generally where the greatest potential effects are anticipated to be experienced. The 
viewpoint locations represent a wide range of receptors, providing a 'sample' of the potential 
effects from the locality, with locations purposefully selected to illustrate the range of visual 
effects; or to specifically ensure the representation of a particularly sensitive receptor. 

The Site and location of the proposed viewpoints are shown on the ZTV and Viewpoint 
Location Plan (DWG 7863 _100). In addition to the 14 representative viewpoints, illustrative 
views will be identified during the assessment process to illustrate and describe particular 
points made within the assessment. These may include locations outside the study area to 
illustrate the nature of visibility, if necessary. Additionally, we propose to produce rendered 
photomontages for years 1 and 15 of the Proposed Development from Viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 10 
and 11 to demonstrate the views from a range of receptor points where the Proposed 
Development may be seen to understand the potential impacts. 

Details of the proposed representative viewpoints are presented in Table 1 below. Please 
note all views would be subject to mirco-siting and confirmation on the ground. 

Table 1: Proposed Representative Viewpoint Locations 

Viewpoint Reference Representative Receptors 
Direction & 
Distance 

Approx. Grid 
Reference 
(X,Y) 

Viewpoint 1 

Stamford/Carlby road 
junction 

Local residents (Carlby) and 
visitors. Users of local roads and 
local public rights of way 

Central 
North, 200m 

505259, 
313504 

Viewpoint 2 

Essendine 

Local residents and visitors to 
Essendine. Users of local roads 
and local public rights of way 

Central 
North, 

adjacent to 
Site 

505069, 
312909 

Viewpoint 3 

PRoW footpath Carl/1/1 

Local residents and visitors to 
Carlby. Users of local public 
rights of way 

Central 
North, 250m 

504944, 
313554 



5 of 7 

Viewpoint 4 

Carlby Road (west) 

Local residents, visitors and users 
of local roads and local public 
rights of way and accessible land 
at Braceborough Great Wood 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506146, 
313119 

Viewpoint 5 

Carlby Road (east) 

Visitors and users of local roads 
and local public rights of way and 
accessible land at Braceborough 
Great Wood 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

507082, 
312933 

Viewpoint 6 

Railway overbridge 
Bridleway BrAW/1/1 

Users of PRoW and railway Central, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506021, 
311154 

Viewpoint 7 

Belmesthorpe Grange, 
Footpath Uffi/5/1 

Local residents, visitors and users 
of local roads and local public 
rights of way 

Southwest, 
adjacent to 
Site 

504709, 
309341 

Viewpoint 8 

Essendine Road (south) 

Local residents and users of local 
roads  

South, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506316, 
309033 

Viewpoint 9 

Essendine Road (north) 

Local residents and users of local 
roads  

West, 
adjacent to 
Site 

504554, 
311594 

Viewpoint 10 

PRoW Footpath E/174 
Belmesthorpe  

Local residents and users of local 
PRoW  

West, 600m 504434, 
309999 

Viewpoint 11 

Stamford Road, 
Essendine 

Local residents, visitors to 
Essendine and users of local roads 

Central, 
100m 

504377, 
3122284 

Viewpoint 12 

Local Road B1176 

Bridleway E169 

Users of local roads and public 
rights of way 

West, 
adjacent to 
Site 

503235, 
312632 

Viewpoint 13 

Byway E123  

Isolated residences, visitors and 
users of local roads and public 
rights of way 

West, 
Adjacent to 
Site 

501036, 
313237 
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Viewpoint 14 

Barberry Hill 

Isolated residences, visitors, and 
users of local roads 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

502722, 
314169 

Designated Landscapes 

There are no national landscape designations located within or in close proximity to the Site 
that would be affected by the Proposed Development and therefore impacts to national 
landscape designations as a result of the Proposed Development are scoped out of the EIA. 

There are two local landscape designations outside of the Site but within the 2km study area 
as identified in the 2001 Rutland Local Plan: 

1) Area of Particular Attractive Countryside, and;

2) Area of Local Landscape Value.

These have not been retained in subsequent planning policy. However, reference to these 
local designations is made within current evidence base documents including the 2012 
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Studies (for Service Centres and Wind Turbines). These 
documents would be used to aid judgements on sensitivity and value of the local landscape 
context and inform design development but will not be directly assessed. It is also important 
to note that the nature of solar development is very different in character to wind energy 
developments which is the basis of assessment for one of these studies. 

Cumulative Assessment 

Cumulative assessment relates to the assessment of the effects of more than one 
development. In accordance with LDA Design’s methodology, the assessment would only 
consider relevant in planning development, unless specific circumstances dictate otherwise. 

Typically, operational and consented development are treated as being part of the landscape 
and visual baseline. i.e. it is assumed that consented schemes will be built except for 
occasional exceptions where there is good reason to assume that they will not be constructed. 

Please confirm which or in-planning developments are to be included within the cumulative 
LVIA assessment. 

Design 

The Landscape Architect plays a leading role in the design process; and the masterplanning, 
design and assessment stages are inevitably iterative with stages overlapping in parts. Details 
of any mitigation measures incorporated within the proposals to help reduce identified 
potential landscape and visual effects will be set out in the relevant sections of the LVIA. 

Supporting Visualisations 

The LVIA will include panoramic photographs from representative and illustrative 
viewpoints that will be illustrated on annotated panels. It is proposed that five fully rendered 
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photomontage visualisations will be produced to support the LVIA from viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 
10, 11. We would welcome your confirmation of these.  

Key References  

Further to guidance documents already noted in this letter, applicable policies from the 
Rutland Local Development Framework. Core Strategy Development Plan Document (2011), 
and the South Kesteven District Council Local Plan 2011-2036 (2020) will inform the LVIA 
where relevant. Other published sources will be obtained as the assessment progresses and 
referenced in the assessment where appropriate. 

Next Steps 

As stated at the beginning of this letter, I would be grateful if you could review the 
information above and confirm your agreement as soon as conveniently possible. Should you 
have any queries or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me by return email. If more 
convenient to speak over the phone, I would welcome an opportunity to discuss this with 
you.  

I look forward to receiving your response in due course.  

Yours sincerely, 

Gethin Evans 
Senior Consultant 

@LDA-Design.co.uk 
 
Enc. 7863_100.pdf Preliminary Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Study, and 

Proposed Viewpoint Locations 
  7863_000.pdf  Illustrative layout  

 
 



5

5

5

5
5

5

5
5

5

5

5
5

5

5

Essendine

Ryhall

Belmesthorpe

Carlby

Braceborough

Stamford Uffington

Little 
Casterton

Pickworth

Careby Witham on 
the Hill

Manthorpe

Wilsthorpe

Greatford

Barholm

Tallington

9

8
7

6

5
4

3

2

1

14

13

12

11

10

0 1km

Z:\
78
63
_N
SIP
_S
OL
AR
_F
AR
M_
CO
NF
ID
EN
TIA
L\8
GI
S\P
RO
JE
CT
S\7
86
3_
10
0_
LV
IA_
ZT
V_
PR
OP
OS
ED
_V
IE
WP
OI
NT
S.M
XD

Dec  2021

Dra ft
1:45,000

7863_100

No
rth

DWG. NO.

LEGEND

PROJECT TITLE

DRAWING TITLE

ISSU ED BY
DATE
SCALE @A3
STATU S

DRAWN
CHECKED
APPROVED

T:

No dimensions are to be scaled from this drawing.
All dimensions are to be checked on site.
Area measurements for indicative purposes only .
© LDA Design Consulting Ltd.  Quality  Assured to BS EN ISO 9001 : 2015
Sources:

0100031673. This d ra wing m a y c o nta in: O rd na nc e Survey m a teria l b y perm issio n o f O rd na nc e Survey o n b eha lf o f the Co ntro ller o f Her Ma jesty’s Sta tio nery O ffic e © Cro wn Co pyright, All rights reserved . 2019 Referenc e num b er 
O S O pen d a ta  / © Na tura l Engla nd  / © DEFRA / © DECC / © Histo ric  Engla nd . Co nta ins O rd na nc e Survey d a ta .Aeria l Pho to gra phy - So urc e: Esri, Ma xa r, Geo Eye, Ea rthsta r Geo gra phic s, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, Aero GRID, IGN, a nd  the GIS User Co m m unity

Peterb o ro ugh 01733 310471

Site b o und a ry

Dista nc e fro m  Site b o und a ry (1, 2 a nd  3km )

5 Representa tive Viewpo int

Pub lic Rights o f Wa y
Fo o tpa th

Brid lewa y

Bywa y o pen to  a ll tra ffic

Restricted  Bywa y

X X X Ma c m illa n Wa y Lo ng Dista nc e Pa th

Na tio na l Cyc le Netwo rk Ro ute

VW
GE
RP

Esri, NextMap25, Environment Agency,  
National Tree Mapping - © Bluesk y  International Limited

Z o ne o f Theo retic a l Visib ility (Z TV) (c o m puter genera ted ) 

Pa nel
height
o f 3.5m

Substa tio n
height
o f 13m

This d ra wing is b a sed  upo n c o m puter genera ted  Z o ne o f Theo retic a l Visib ility (Z TV) stud ies
pro d uc ed  using the viewshed  ro utine in the ESRI ArcGIS Suite. The a rea s sho wn a re the
m a xim um  theo retic a l visib ility, ta king into  a c c o unt to po gra phy, vegeta tio n a nd  build ings whic h
ha ve b een inc lud ed  in the m o d el with the heights o b ta ined  fro m  a  LiDAR d igita l surfa c e m o d el.
Due to  its reso lutio n, the surfa c e m o d el d o es no t ta ke into  a c c o unt every lo c a lised  fea ture suc h a s
wa lls, sm a ll hed gero ws o r sm a ll trees a nd  therefo re o nly gives a n im pressio n o f the extent o f
visib ility.
The Z TV inc lud es a n a d justm ent tha t a llo ws fo r Ea rth’s curva ture a nd  light refra ctio n. It is b a sed
o n LiDAR terra in d a ta  with a  2m 2reso lutio n.

MALLARD PASS 

Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Study Including Woodlands 
and Settlements - Proposed Viewpoints



0 2km

Z:\
78
63
_N
SIP
_S
OL
AR
_F
AR
M_
CO
NF
ID
EN
TIA
L\8
GI
S\P
RO
JE
CT
S\B
UF
FE
RS
 P
LA
NS
 FO
R 
VI
CK
Y\
10
.7 
MX
D 
FIL
ES
\78
63
_0
00
_C
AP
AC
ITY
_P
LA
N_
ILL
US
TR
AT
IVE
_B
AS
E_
CO
NS
UL
TA
TIO
N2
_W
ITH
_C
ON
ST
RA
IN
TS
.M
XD

Dec em b er 2021

Fina l
1:30,000

No
rth

DWG. NO.

LEGEND

PROJECT TITLE

DRAWING TITLE

ISSU ED BY
DATE
SCALE @A3
STATU S

DRAWN
CHECKED
APPROVED

T:

No dimensions are to be scaled from this drawing.
All dimensions are to be checked on site.
Area measurements for indicative purposes only.
©  LDA Design Consulting Ltd.  Quality Assured to BS EN ISO 9001 : 2015
Sources:

0100031673. This dra wing m a y c o nta in: O rdnanc e Survey m ateria l b y perm issio n o f O rdna nc e Survey o n b eha lf o f the Co ntro ller o f Her Ma jesty’s Statio nery O ffic e © Cro wn Co pyright, All rights reserved. 2021 Referenc e num b er 
O S O pen data / © Natura l England / © DEFRA / © DECC / © Histo ric England. Co nta ins O rdnanc e Survey data.Aeria l Pho to gra phy - 

MALLARD PASS SOLAR FARM

Illustrative Layout

7863_000

Ordnance Survey, Historic England, Natural England, Environment Agency, 
National Tree Mapping - ©  Bluesk y International Limited

VW
RP
RP

01865 887050O xfo rd

Site Features Concept Masterplan Proposals
Site b o unda ry
Ra ilwa y line
Existing Utilities (ga s,
water,sewer and
elec tric ity)
Existing sub statio n
Pub lic Right o f Wa y

Po tentia l so la r
develo pm ent
Po tentia l Mitiga tio n
and Enhanc em ent
Area s
Po tentia l Sub statio n
Area
Buffers to  wo o dla nd,
trees, hedgero ws,
ditches, utilities and
Pub lic Rights o f Wa y

Gra de I

Gra de II

Gra de II*

Scheduled Mo num ent

Co nservatio n Area

Site o f Spec ia l Sc ientific Interest

Lo c a l Wildlife Sites

Anc ient Wo o dla nd

Wo o dla nd, hedgero ws. trees, field b o unda ries and ditc hes

O pen Ac c ess land

Listed Buildings: 
Site Constraints

EA Flo o d Z o ne 3

EA Flo o d Z o ne 2

A Redline a m ended RP 02/12/21
REV. DESCRIPTION APP.DATE



Mallard Pass Solar Farm – Environmental Statement Application Document Ref: EN010127/APP/6.2 

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010127 
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Robert French

From: Gethin Evans
Sent: 10 January 2022 15:05
To: @lincolnshire.gov.uk
Cc: Ben Croot
Subject: Mallard Pass, Essendine_Proposed Solar Development LVIA Approach and Viewpoint Agreement
Attachments: 7863_MW_GE_220110.pdf

Dear Mr M. Willis, 
 
First wishing you a Happy New Year and hope this email finds you well.  
 
I understand you have been in discussion with my colleague David Bell regarding the proposed above application 
but to introduce myself ‐ I am a Landscape Architect at LDA Design and will be undertaking the LVIA assessment for 
Mallard Pass DCO Solar Development proposal along with my colleague Ben Croot (cc’d into this email).  
 
We will be formally submitting a scoping request to PINS in due course setting out our proposed approach to the 
LVIA and viewpoint identification but would like to seek comment from RCC in advance to allow for winter 
photography. Please find attached a letter setting out our proposed approach and location of viewpoints for review, 
(Illustrative layout, and a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) and Viewpoint Location plan included).  
 
We kindly request that we receive confirmation of the Council’s agreement and / or any comments by return within 
two weeks of receipt of this letter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries or would like to 
discuss further. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you in due course. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Gethin 
 

 
 



 

 
 

A Worton Rectory Park 
 Oxford 
 OX29 4SX 
 United Kingdom 
T  
  
W  
  
 LDA Design Consulting Ltd 

Registered No. 09312403 
17 Minster Precincts, Peterborough, PE1 1XX 

7863/GE/MW/220110 
10 January 2022 
Land At Mallard Pass Essendine – Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment 

Dear Mr M Willis, 

I hope this letter finds you well. LDA Design Consulting Ltd (LDA Design) has been 
appointed to provide professional landscape services in support of the proposed solar farm 
and battery storage facility for the generation and export of approximately 350 megawatts 
(MW) at land at Mallard Pass, Essendine (the ‘Site’; OS grid reference TF052115 (approximate 
centre of Site)) on behalf of the applicant Mallard Pass Solar Farm Limited, a subsidiary of 
Windel Solar 3 Ltd. 

Part of LDA Design’s appointment is to prepare a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) that will be submitted as part of the forthcoming Development Consent Order (DCO) 
planning application. This letter serves to set out LDA Design’s intended approach to the 
LVIA, and confirm agreement to our proposed location of viewpoints, extent of study area 
and key reference documents that would inform the assessment of potential landscape and 
visual effects.  

We would be grateful if you could review the following information and confirm your 
agreement to the LVIA’s approach; viewpoint locations; and study area at the earliest 
opportunity. To meet our project programme, we kindly request that we receive confirmation 
of the Council’s agreement and / or any comments by return within two weeks of receipt of 
this letter. As the Site extends over two local authority areas including Rutland County 

Mr. Marc Willis 
Lincolnshire County Council,  
County Offices,  
Newland,  
Lincoln,  
LN1 1YL 
 
SENT VIA EMAIL 
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Council and South Kesteven District Council we are contacting both councils to provide 
comment and to Lincolnshire County Council also. 

Methodology 

The findings of the LVIA will be presented as a chapter within the EIA report with 
supporting figures and appendices as necessary. The approach to the assessment will follow 
LDA Design’s established LVIA methodology, which considers both impacts to landscape 
character and visual receptors and draws upon the established and best practice standards. 
These include: 

 The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (3rd Edition), Landscape Institute 
and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, 2013;  

 Visual Representation of Development Proposals Technical Guidance Note 06/19, Landscape 
Institute, 2019; and 

 An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England, 2014. 

LVIA Study Area 

It is proposed that a study area defined by a 2km radius from the site boundary is used for 
the purposes of the LVIA. This extent is based on the findings of field survey; preliminary 
Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) modelling based on a wider 3km study area (Dwg. 
7863_100), desk-based analysis; and previous experience of similar recent projects of this 
nature. It is judged that a 2km study area would cover all potential significant landscape and 
visual effects arising from the Proposed Development and any associated construction and 
decommissioning works. 

The study area includes the settlements of Essendine, Ryhall, and the eastern part of 
Stamford, as well as smaller settlements of Belmesthorpe, Uffington, Greatford, 
Braceborough and Carlby alongside numerous recreational routes (footpaths, bridleways 
etc.) and local roads. 

Landscape Character 

The LVIA will include an assessment of the effects of the Proposed Development on 
landscape character within the extent of the study area. Consideration will also be given to 
the effects of the Proposed Development on the physical fabric of the Site itself.   

Reference will be made to the following relevant landscape character assessments: 

 National Character Area Profile 75: The Kesteven Uplands, Natural England (2014); 

 The Landscape Character Assessment of Rutland (2003);  

 South Kesteven Landscape Character Assessment (2007);  

 Peterborough Landscape Strategy: Landscape Character Assessment for Peterborough 
City Council (2007). 
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 Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study Land Around Local Service Centres, Rutland 
County Council (2012), and its Addendum (2017); and 

 South Kesteven Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study (2011). 

The framework for the assessment of effects on landscape character will be The Landscape 
Character Assessment of Rutland (2003) and South Kesteven Landscape Character 
Assessment (2007), supplemented with information from the other sources listed above; 
relevant policy and guidance documents; and field observations.  

Viewpoints and Visual Receptors 

A wide variety of visual receptors can reasonably be anticipated to be affected by the 
Proposed Development, including local residents, workers, users of local roads, railway lines, 
and public rights of way including the Macmillan Way Long distance footpath and accessible 
landscapes. Initial ZTV modelling and fieldwork have been used to determine which visual 
receptors are likely to be affected and merit detailed consideration in the assessment of 
effects. In accordance with guidance (GLVIA, 3rd Edition, 2013), representative, illustrative, 
and specific viewpoints may be identified to inform the assessment. 

It is important to note that the ZTV represents a theoretical model of potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development, and is based on a computer-generated terrain model that often has 
not accounted for localised features such as small copses, hedgerows or individual trees; and 
/ or small elements of built form. As a result, the extent of actual visibility on the ground will 
be less than suggested by the ZTV study. 

The preliminary ZTV study shown on the enclosed plan (DWG 7863 _100) has been modelled 
on solar panel heights and other built form infrastructure of 3.5m (maximum), located within 
parcels of land within the Site which are identified for potential solar development, with the 
substation area adjacent to the existing National Grid Substation modelled at a height of 13m 
(see Illustrative Layout DWG 7863_000). The baseline study, site visits and development of 
the design (including appreciation of landscape and visual sensitivities) have identified areas 
within the Site to remain undeveloped in order to minimise potential landscape and visual 
impacts and provide multifunctional mitigation and benefits. 

The ZTV illustrates that the theoretical visibility of the Proposed Development would be 
relatively limited across the study area, with substantially reduced visibility to the east as the 
landform descends towards Braceborough, Greatford, and Tallington, and south / south-west 
towards Stamford, primarily as a result of landform combined with intervening vegetation. 
Potential visibility of the Proposed Development extends north-westwards towards 
Pickworth; however, this visibility is likely to be fragmented due to the effects of undulating 
landform and intervening vegetation, including woodland stands. Potential visibility of the 
Proposed Development is also likely fragmented from areas to the north of the Site either 
side of the railway corridor, becoming slightly more visible north-east towards Witham on 
the Hill. In this area, scattered large woodland stands are characteristic of the landscape and 
serve to break up views of the Site and screen views from areas beyond. 
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A preliminary assessment from desk-study and fieldwork indicates that potential landscape 
character and visual effects would likely be limited to the Site and its local context up to 
approximately 500m east and south, and 1km west and 2km north. Areas at greater distances 
from the Site in these respective directions are unlikely to experience any notable or 
perceptible change to their prevailing characteristics, owing to the limited intervisibility of 
the Proposed Development as a result of intervening vegetation, existing built development 
and landform. 

The representative viewpoints have been selected from publicly accessible locations and 
generally where the greatest potential effects are anticipated to be experienced. The 
viewpoint locations represent a wide range of receptors, providing a 'sample' of the potential 
effects from the locality, with locations purposefully selected to illustrate the range of visual 
effects; or to specifically ensure the representation of a particularly sensitive receptor. 

The Site and location of the proposed viewpoints are shown on the ZTV and Viewpoint 
Location Plan (DWG 7863 _100). In addition to the 14 representative viewpoints, illustrative 
views will be identified during the assessment process to illustrate and describe particular 
points made within the assessment. These may include locations outside the study area to 
illustrate the nature of visibility, if necessary. Additionally, we propose to produce rendered 
photomontages for years 1 and 15 of the Proposed Development from Viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 10 
and 11 to demonstrate the views from a range of receptor points where the Proposed 
Development may be seen to understand the potential impacts. 

Details of the proposed representative viewpoints are presented in Table 1 below. Please 
note all views would be subject to mirco-siting and confirmation on the ground. 

Table 1: Proposed Representative Viewpoint Locations 

Viewpoint Reference Representative Receptors 
Direction & 
Distance 

Approx. Grid 
Reference 
(X,Y) 

Viewpoint 1 

Stamford/Carlby road 
junction 

Local residents (Carlby) and 
visitors. Users of local roads and 
local public rights of way 

Central 
North, 200m 

505259, 
313504 

Viewpoint 2 

Essendine 

Local residents and visitors to 
Essendine. Users of local roads 
and local public rights of way 

Central 
North, 

adjacent to 
Site 

505069, 
312909 

Viewpoint 3 

PRoW footpath Carl/1/1 

Local residents and visitors to 
Carlby. Users of local public 
rights of way 

Central 
North, 250m 

504944, 
313554 
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Viewpoint 4 

Carlby Road (west) 

Local residents, visitors and users 
of local roads and local public 
rights of way and accessible land 
at Braceborough Great Wood 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506146, 
313119 

Viewpoint 5 

Carlby Road (east) 

Visitors and users of local roads 
and local public rights of way and 
accessible land at Braceborough 
Great Wood 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

507082, 
312933 

Viewpoint 6 

Railway overbridge 
Bridleway BrAW/1/1 

Users of PRoW and railway Central, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506021, 
311154 

Viewpoint 7 

Belmesthorpe Grange, 
Footpath Uffi/5/1 

Local residents, visitors and users 
of local roads and local public 
rights of way 

Southwest, 
adjacent to 
Site 

504709, 
309341 

Viewpoint 8 

Essendine Road (south)  

Local residents and users of local 
roads  

South, 
adjacent to 
Site 

506316, 
309033 

Viewpoint 9 

Essendine Road (north) 

Local residents and users of local 
roads  

West, 
adjacent to 
Site 

504554, 
311594 

Viewpoint 10 

PRoW Footpath E/174 
Belmesthorpe  

Local residents and users of local 
PRoW  

West, 600m 504434, 
309999 

Viewpoint 11 

Stamford Road, 
Essendine 

Local residents, visitors to 
Essendine and users of local roads  

Central, 
100m  

504377, 
3122284 

Viewpoint 12 

Local Road B1176 

Bridleway E169 

Users of local roads and public 
rights of way 

West, 
adjacent to 
Site  

503235, 
312632 

Viewpoint 13 

Byway E123  

Isolated residences, visitors and 
users of local roads and public 
rights of way 

West, 
Adjacent to 
Site 

501036, 
313237 
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Viewpoint 14 

Barberry Hill 

Isolated residences, visitors, and 
users of local roads 

North, 
adjacent to 
Site 

502722, 
314169 

Designated Landscapes  

There are no national landscape designations located within or in close proximity to the Site 
that would be affected by the Proposed Development and therefore impacts to national 
landscape designations as a result of the Proposed Development are scoped out of the EIA. 

There are two local landscape designations outside of the Site but within the 2km study area 
as identified in the 2001 Rutland Local Plan: 

1) Area of Particular Attractive Countryside, and;  

2) Area of Local Landscape Value.  

These have not been retained in subsequent planning policy. However, reference to these 
local designations is made within current evidence base documents including the 2012 
Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Studies (for Service Centres and Wind Turbines). These 
documents would be used to aid judgements on sensitivity and value of the local landscape 
context and inform design development but will not be directly assessed. It is also important 
to note that the nature of solar development is very different in character to wind energy 
developments which is the basis of assessment for one of these studies. 

Cumulative Assessment 

Cumulative assessment relates to the assessment of the effects of more than one 
development. In accordance with LDA Design’s methodology, the assessment would only 
consider relevant in planning development, unless specific circumstances dictate otherwise.  

Typically, operational and consented development are treated as being part of the landscape 
and visual baseline. i.e. it is assumed that consented schemes will be built except for 
occasional exceptions where there is good reason to assume that they will not be constructed.  

Please confirm which or in-planning developments are to be included within the cumulative 
LVIA assessment. 

Design 

The Landscape Architect plays a leading role in the design process; and the masterplanning, 
design and assessment stages are inevitably iterative with stages overlapping in parts. Details 
of any mitigation measures incorporated within the proposals to help reduce identified 
potential landscape and visual effects will be set out in the relevant sections of the LVIA. 

Supporting Visualisations 

The LVIA will include panoramic photographs from representative and illustrative 
viewpoints that will be illustrated on annotated panels. It is proposed that five fully rendered 
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photomontage visualisations will be produced to support the LVIA from viewpoints 1, 2, 3, 
10, 11. We would welcome your confirmation of these.  

Key References  

Further to guidance documents already noted in this letter, applicable policies from the 
Rutland Local Development Framework. Core Strategy Development Plan Document (2011), 
and the South Kesteven District Council Local Plan 2011-2036 (2020) will inform the LVIA 
where relevant. Other published sources will be obtained as the assessment progresses and 
referenced in the assessment where appropriate. 

Next Steps 

As stated at the beginning of this letter, I would be grateful if you could review the 
information above and confirm your agreement as soon as conveniently possible. Should you 
have any queries or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me by return email. If more 
convenient to speak over the phone, I would welcome an opportunity to discuss this with 
you.  

I look forward to receiving your response in due course.  

Yours sincerely, 

Gethin Evans 
Senior Consultant 

@LDA-Design.co.uk 
 
Enc. 7863_100.pdf Preliminary Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Study, and 

Proposed Viewpoint Locations 
  7863_000.pdf  Illustrative layout  

 
 



5

5

5

5
5

5

5
5

5

5

5
5

5

5

Essendine

Ryhall

Belmesthorpe

Carlby

Braceborough

Stamford Uffington

Little 
Casterton

Pickworth

Careby Witham on 
the Hill

Manthorpe

Wilsthorpe

Greatford

Barholm

Tallington

9

8
7

6

5
4

3

2

1

14

13

12

11

10

0 1km

Z:\
78
63
_N
SIP
_S
OL
AR
_F
AR
M_
CO
NF
ID
EN
TIA
L\8
GI
S\P
RO
JE
CT
S\7
86
3_
10
0_
LV
IA_
ZT
V_
PR
OP
OS
ED
_V
IE
WP
OI
NT
S.M
XD

Dec  2021

Dra ft
1:45,000

7863_100

No
rth

DWG. NO.

LEGEND

PROJECT TITLE

DRAWING TITLE

ISSU ED BY
DATE
SCALE @A3
STATU S

DRAWN
CHECKED
APPROVED

T:

No dimensions are to be scaled from this drawing.
All dimensions are to be checked on site.
Area measurements for indicative purposes only .
© LDA Design Consulting Ltd.  Quality  Assured to BS EN ISO 9001 : 2015
Sources:

0100031673. This d ra wing m a y c o nta in: O rd na nc e Survey m a teria l b y perm issio n o f O rd na nc e Survey o n b eha lf o f the Co ntro ller o f Her Ma jesty’s Sta tio nery O ffic e © Cro wn Co pyright, All rights reserved . 2019 Referenc e num b er 
O S O pen d a ta  / © Na tura l Engla nd  / © DEFRA / © DECC / © Histo ric  Engla nd . Co nta ins O rd na nc e Survey d a ta .Aeria l Pho to gra phy - So urc e: Esri, Ma xa r, Geo Eye, Ea rthsta r Geo gra phic s, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, Aero GRID, IGN, a nd  the GIS User Co m m unity

Peterb o ro ugh 01733 310471

Site b o und a ry

Dista nc e fro m  Site b o und a ry (1, 2 a nd  3km )

5 Representa tive Viewpo int

Pub lic Rights o f Wa y
Fo o tpa th

Brid lewa y

Bywa y o pen to  a ll tra ffic

Restricted  Bywa y

X X X Ma c m illa n Wa y Lo ng Dista nc e Pa th

Na tio na l Cyc le Netwo rk Ro ute

VW
GE
RP

Esri, NextMap25, Environment Agency,  
National Tree Mapping - © Bluesk y  International Limited

Z o ne o f Theo retic a l Visib ility (Z TV) (c o m puter genera ted ) 

Pa nel
height
o f 3.5m

Substa tio n
height
o f 13m

This d ra wing is b a sed  upo n c o m puter genera ted  Z o ne o f Theo retic a l Visib ility (Z TV) stud ies
pro d uc ed  using the viewshed  ro utine in the ESRI ArcGIS Suite. The a rea s sho wn a re the
m a xim um  theo retic a l visib ility, ta king into  a c c o unt to po gra phy, vegeta tio n a nd  build ings whic h
ha ve b een inc lud ed  in the m o d el with the heights o b ta ined  fro m  a  LiDAR d igita l surfa c e m o d el.
Due to  its reso lutio n, the surfa c e m o d el d o es no t ta ke into  a c c o unt every lo c a lised  fea ture suc h a s
wa lls, sm a ll hed gero ws o r sm a ll trees a nd  therefo re o nly gives a n im pressio n o f the extent o f
visib ility.
The Z TV inc lud es a n a d justm ent tha t a llo ws fo r Ea rth’s curva ture a nd  light refra ctio n. It is b a sed
o n LiDAR terra in d a ta  with a  2m 2reso lutio n.

MALLARD PASS 

Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Study Including Woodlands 
and Settlements - Proposed Viewpoints



0 2km

Z:\
78
63
_N
SIP
_S
OL
AR
_F
AR
M_
CO
NF
ID
EN
TIA
L\8
GI
S\P
RO
JE
CT
S\B
UF
FE
RS
 P
LA
NS
 FO
R 
VI
CK
Y\
10
.7 
MX
D 
FIL
ES
\78
63
_0
00
_C
AP
AC
ITY
_P
LA
N_
ILL
US
TR
AT
IVE
_B
AS
E_
CO
NS
UL
TA
TIO
N2
_W
ITH
_C
ON
ST
RA
IN
TS
.M
XD

Dec em b er 2021

Fina l
1:30,000

No
rth

DWG. NO.

LEGEND

PROJECT TITLE

DRAWING TITLE

ISSU ED BY
DATE
SCALE @A3
STATU S

DRAWN
CHECKED
APPROVED

T:

No dimensions are to be scaled from this drawing.
All dimensions are to be checked on site.
Area measurements for indicative purposes only.
©  LDA Design Consulting Ltd.  Quality Assured to BS EN ISO 9001 : 2015
Sources:

0100031673. This dra wing m a y c o nta in: O rdnanc e Survey m ateria l b y perm issio n o f O rdna nc e Survey o n b eha lf o f the Co ntro ller o f Her Ma jesty’s Statio nery O ffic e © Cro wn Co pyright, All rights reserved. 2021 Referenc e num b er 
O S O pen data / © Natura l England / © DEFRA / © DECC / © Histo ric England. Co nta ins O rdnanc e Survey data.Aeria l Pho to gra phy - 

MALLARD PASS SOLAR FARM

Illustrative Layout

7863_000

Ordnance Survey, Historic England, Natural England, Environment Agency, 
National Tree Mapping - ©  Bluesk y International Limited

VW
RP
RP

01865 887050O xfo rd

Site Features Concept Masterplan Proposals
Site b o unda ry
Ra ilwa y line
Existing Utilities (ga s,
water,sewer and
elec tric ity)
Existing sub statio n
Pub lic Right o f Wa y

Po tentia l so la r
develo pm ent
Po tentia l Mitiga tio n
and Enhanc em ent
Area s
Po tentia l Sub statio n
Area
Buffers to  wo o dla nd,
trees, hedgero ws,
ditches, utilities and
Pub lic Rights o f Wa y

Gra de I

Gra de II

Gra de II*

Scheduled Mo num ent

Co nservatio n Area

Site o f Spec ia l Sc ientific Interest

Lo c a l Wildlife Sites

Anc ient Wo o dla nd

Wo o dla nd, hedgero ws. trees, field b o unda ries and ditc hes

O pen Ac c ess land

Listed Buildings: 
Site Constraints

EA Flo o d Z o ne 3

EA Flo o d Z o ne 2

A Redline a m ended RP 02/12/21
REV. DESCRIPTION APP.DATE



Mallard Pass Solar Farm – Environmental Statement Application Document Ref: EN010127/APP/6.2 

Planning Inspectorate Scheme Ref: EN010127 

AAH Consultants on behalf of Lincolnshire County Council,
5th May 2022



 
 

Landscape Technical Memo 1 

May 2022 

Lincolnshire County Council, Mallard Pass Solar Project 

 

Technical Memorandum 1 (AAH TM01) 
 
Lincolnshire County Council, Mallard Pass, Essendine Solar Project 
 

Visual Amenity: Viewpoint Comments 
 
Following the meeting held on Tuesday 5th April 2022 over Microsoft Teams to discuss Landscape 
Viewpoints, a more focussed meeting was held on the 6th April 2022 between landscape architects 
from AAH and LDA to go over the general site visibility, viewpoints and potential receptors. We have 
reviewed the information presented to date provided by LDA, including the Mallard Pass Scoping 
Report, and subsequently attended site over the week commencing 11th April 2022.  
 
We walked the Mallard Pass Solar site and surrounding area and visited all the viewpoints currently 
proposed by LDA. The proposed viewpoints were identified on the draft drawing:  7863_100 Zone of 
Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) Study Including Woodlands and Settlements – Proposed Viewpoints (Dec 
2021) that was appended to the LDA letter dated 10 January 2022. However, following the 
discussion on 6th April 2022, it was highlighted that through further fieldwork and consultation some 
additional viewpoints would be proposed by LDA. These were highlighted within the discussion and 
these additional potential locations were also visited on site by AAH. 
 
 Following this, we have the following general comments and requests: 

1. Comments provided are based on the information provided to AAH and AAH fieldwork 
carried out to date. Therefore any comments are based on the layouts currently provided, 
which are confirmed as illustrative and undergoing development. This is to be expected as 
part of an iterative process. While we understand that the information provided to date is 
not intended to undergo wholesale changes, the layout is undergoing design development 
and subject to the final layouts presented, additional viewpoints or information may be 
requested. This is particularly pertinent for taller/larger elements such as sub stations or 
battery storage which due to their mass will likely be more conspicuous in the landscape.  
 

2. Could an updated ZTV be issued to LCC/AAH when available with any additional proposed 
viewpoints illustrated. This would be a particularly useful set of information if this included 
the selected viewpoints, PROW and Roads marked on also. It should also be clear as to the 
height, extent and location of any proposals that the ZTV has been generated upon. Once 
these viewpoints have been located, AAH will be able to review on site; 

 
3. When available/agreed, please could further details be provided about the final PV Arrays 

selection from the two options indicated within para. 3.1.7 of the Scoping Report. The final 
dimensions should also be clarified at this point and ZTV updated accordingly; 
 

4. When available/agreed, please could further details be provided about the final Inverter 
selection from the two options indicated within paras. 3.1.14 to 3.1.16 of the Scoping 
Report. The final dimensions should also be clarified at this point and ZTV updated 
accordingly (and if appropriate); 

 
5. The locations of ancillary elements, such as fencing, Battery Storage, Inverters, Transformers 

and Switchgears will be important in reducing visual impacts as these may appear more 
conspicuous than uniform PV arrays – their location should be carefully considered in 
relation to visual receptors, but also relating to the PV Arrays. The final size and location of 
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all these ancillary elements should be provided and indicated on the layouts when available 
to enable their impact to be understood; 
 

6. Please could further details be provided about the on-site substation and control buildings 
(paragraph 3.1.22 of the scoping report), including location, size/massing and height, 
including what features would be 13 metres in height. As at this stage we do not have this 
information, the location of this would likely have visual impacts that would require 
additional viewpoints beyond those initially identified; 
 

7. Please could further details be provided about the secondary points of access (paragraph 
3.1.35 of the scoping report), including location, width of opening, vegetation removal, and 
surface material. As at this stage we do not have this information, the locations of these may 
have visual impacts that would require additional viewpoints beyond those initially 
identified; 
 

8. Please could further details be provided about the implications on existing vegetation to 
facilitate construction access (paragraph 3.4.3 to 3.4.5 of the scoping report), both on site 
and along the access route to the site. As at this stage we do not have this information, the 
implication of this enabling work may have visual impacts that would require additional 
viewpoints beyond those initially identified;  
 

9. While viewpoints from the railway line are not able to be safely obtained, views from 
receptors traveling on trains are likely and should be considered within the assessment; and 
 

10. In regards to heritage assets (Listed Building and Scheduled Monuments), we would like to 
see the intervisibility with each of the key designated heritage assets (or groups of assets) 
identified within the study area be considered and where appropriate evaluated as part of 
the assessment, and the steps to mitigate the impact need to be set out.  

 
The following comments are in regards to visibility of the site from specific receptors and viewpoints, 
and the plan attached to this memo should be referred to for these target notes, which we would 
suggest are discussed at a further workshop prior to finalising. All photography should provide the 
most advantageous views of the site and proposed development: 
 

A. Additional viewpoint included from the lane south of Newell Wood. There are likely views 
from a high point along this road, approximately at the location of a small pull in/lay-by, that 
allows views east and south east to the western area of the site; 
 

B. Additional viewpoints included from the lane between Newell Wood and Vale farm. There 
are several gaps in the carriageway vegetation allowing clear views north into the site, and 
potentially southern views, however these would be across an open field (not within the site 
redline) to the development; 

 
C. Additional viewpoint included from b1176 AT Keepers Cottage Access. There is a clear 

framed view to the northern extent of the site (just south of Crossroads Spinney and 
car/HGV storage yard); 

 
D. Additional viewpoint included from high point along lane between Carlby and Railway 

Line.  There are views over low hedgerows from users travelling west along this lane to 
central and western areas of the site; 
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E. It is unclear as to whether the PROW that runs between Back Lane to Essendine Road, north 

east of Ryhall, has views – please could this be reviewed and a clear statement provided as 
to potential views and them being reviewed and subsequently scoped out. 

 
F. Additional viewpoint should be included from along Essendine to illustrate site access 

impacts. The creation of the access and site lines will open up views of the site, particularly 
at construction and year 0/1; 
 

G. Additional viewpoints included from along Essendine looking west. While the layout is still 
being developed, as it is likely there will be taller elements (sub station) located in close 
proximity to the road, it is likely there will be views of these elements above the hedgerow; 
 

H. Additional viewpoints included from junction of Main Street and Essendine looking east. 
There are views over the low carriageway hedgerow along Essendine into the site.  

 
I. Additional viewpoints included from Macmillan Way PROW at junction with Essendine 

looking east. There are clear views over the low carriageway hedgerow along Essendine into 
the site for receptors travelling east along this PROW, and also the low hedgerow allows 
oblique views into the site from users of Essendine.  
 

J. Additional viewpoints included from Macmillan Way PROW looking south/south west. 
There are views directly into the site through numerous gaps in the low carriageway 
hedgerow along this PROW. 
 

K. Additional viewpoint included from PROW Uffi/5/1 looking north. There are likely direct 
open views directly into the site. Based on the current indicative layout, it has been assumed 
views from the southern section of this PROW have been omitted as they would be of 
landscape mitigation areas only. 
 

L. Additional viewpoint included from PROW Carl/4/1 looking south. There are likely views  
into the site from this PROW. While similar to proposed viewpoint B from Carlby Road, this 
would represent a wider northern view from more sensitive receptors. 
 

M. Based on the current indicative layout, it has been assumed views from PROW BrAW/7/1 
have been omitted as they would be of landscape mitigation areas only. 

 
As stated, at this stage we do not have details on the location and appearance/extent of taller/larger 
elements that for part of the development which would likely have visual impacts that would require 
additional viewpoints beyond those initially identified.  
 

Oliver Brown CMLI 

AAH Landscape 

 
@aahplanning.com  
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